
Sunderland Voluntary and  
Community Sector 

VCAS  



 Sunderland CVS was 
founded over 45 years ago. 
(VCAS) 

 Advocate for the Voluntary 
Sector across the town/city. 

 Fundamental support for the 
Voluntary and Community 
Sector.  
 

September 17, 2019 2 



 
“Rumours of our demise  

have been 
exaggerated!” 

September 17, 2019 3 



September 17, 2019 4 



• Consultation followed 
on from 2017 survey 

• Sent to 384  VCAS 
Members and contacts 
in the City 

• 62 returned the survey 
(20 more than in 2017) 

• Details to follow 



Response to membership request. 

• Over 60 VCS Groups attended  a city centre event 
• 10 Funders attended 
• Over £1million worth of bids discussed 
• 96% - Rated event Good/excellent. 

 
Comments: 

“First time at an event like this – invaluable” 
“Excellent Event well organised and relaxed” 
“Well organised – staff very efficient” 

 

 



 
Provide advice, guidance and support  
to new and existing member groups 

 • A lot less than we would like! 
• Face to face but mostly by email – time & resource 

constraints 
• Continue to receive and process new membership 

applications 
• Advice on constitutions and policies 
• Advice on Funding sources 
• Advice for new & innovative social enterprises 

 
   



Grant Funding to VCS groups 
  City wide programme – continue to recognise 

needs in North 
 18 new applications processed since March 

2019 
 Funding available for next 12 months at least 
 Available to all small groups focused on 

making a difference in their communities 
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PRESENT FUNDING TO: 
 
 



 ….and what's coming up? 
• Consulted with those groups that attended 

Funderland 2019 
• A series of  Growth Workshops  to support 

successful applications, project delivery and 
evaluation processes. 

• Sessions commence 16th October in 
partnership with Heritage Fund 

• Places limited  - 20 in first session 
 

 



• Accounting surgery at VCAS Offices 
• Awards event “Open Arms” awards - 

celebrating the exceptional work of 
organisations in the VCS Community of 
Sunderland. 

• Strategic Developments –Future 
collaboration and partnerships across the 
city  

 
 . 

 

….and what's coming up next? 
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What type of organisations are you? 
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Where is your organisation based? 
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Who do you  support? 
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Main focus of your organisation 
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Status of Staff and volunteers 
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Demand for Services – 12 months 
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Financial demands – last 12 
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Financial demands – last 12 

26% 

Income Anaylsis 
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Looking Forwards?  
 



   We asked:                   You said:          
 What are the top 3 issues  

facing our members. In 
which areas did they need 
advice or support... 

 

1) Funding – 58% 
2) Volunteering/Staffing – either 

retaining or attracting - 32%  
3) Growth – expressed in various 

ways as support to help deliver 
new services, develop staff and 
brand raising/promtion – 18%  



 Positive Energy 
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